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P.O. Box 8477 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-8477 

2 r 

August 24, 2006 

Re: Mercury Emission Reduction Requirements for Electric Generating Units (#7-405) 

BOARD! 

National Wildlife Federation (NWF) respectfully submits the attached technical report in 
support of the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection's draft mercury rule 
for coal-burning power plants operating in the Commonwealth . 

A recently completed analysis commissioned by NWF on the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency's Integrated Planning Model (IPM) illustrates that the federal Clean 
Air Mercury Rule will not deliver the level of mercury reductions at -a pace necessary to 
halt and reverse the widespread mercury contamination problem that plagues every lake 
and stream in Pennsylvania. Therefore, a state rule that imposes realistic, technically 
feasible, enforceable, and environmentally-necessary mercury reduction targets is 
essential . 

According to U.S . EPA's IPM, the federal rule would not impose a firm mercury 
pollution cap on power plants in Pennsylvania . In fact, according to EPA's projections, 
Pennsylvania's power plants' mercury emissions will be 45% higher than its allocated 
budget . In addition, only three out of 35 power plants are projected to invest in new 
technology to reduce its mercury emissions by 2020, and for those. three, plans are to 
install commercially available technology that will simultaneously reduce smog-forming 
nitrogen oxide emissions. EPA's analysis underscores that power plants installing 
existing pollution control equipment to reduce sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxides, and 
particulate pollution will likely capture 90 percent of its mercury emissions. In other 
words, commercially available technology exists today to address mercury pollution from 
coal burning power plants . 

Unfortunately, given that EPA's Clean Air Interstate Rule and Clean Air Mercury Rule 
allow power plants the option of purchasing pollution credits in lieu of installing 
pollution controls, no projected mercury reductions under either rule are guaranteed to 
occur, and those that do will likely not occur in the projected timeframe, rather five or ten 
later (as late as 2030), as demonstrated in our analysis of the IPM data. For this reason, it 
is essential that the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection finalize its 

i4oo 16th St NW #501 " Washington, DC " Tel: 200-797-68oo " Website: ww.nwf.org 



draft mercury rule. In doing so, the state guarantees its residents that . mercury emissions 
will be reduced substantially within a decade . 

We support the direction that the Pennsylvania DEP has taken with its mercury rule . The 
draft rule provides certainty that mercury reductions will occur on a manageable timeline 
while providing utilities ample flexibility to meet their mercury reduction targets . In the 
absence of federal leadership, it is essential that Pennsylvania moves forward to ensure 
that harmful mercury pollution ceases to pose a threat to people and wildlife in the 
Commonwealth . 

Sincerely, 

Felice Stadler 
'Senior Manager, Mercury Campaign 
National Wildlife Federation 
202-797-6692 

1400 16th St NW #501- Washington, DC - Tel: 200-'797-68oo " Website: ww.nwf.org 
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